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“I always wanted to live away from tightly-packed workaday streets of a big city. Open 
space is a real luxury these days” says Magdalena. “High ceilings, airy rooms flooded with 
natural light, austere furniture and the views from the windows that spread to the line of the 
horizon.“

Magda’s house was first built by her mother Maria as a family weekend retreat. It was 
located on a slightly elevated part of the ground to make the views more spectacular. From 
the north  surrounded by pine trees its south facade faces a huge meadow which blends 
with the horizon. The meadow changes its colour depending on the type of weather and 
the season. Sometimes it looks like a lake when the nearby river bursts its banks.

First the family occupied only on the ground floor. It was divided into three sectors. The 
central open plan area with the kitchen and the living room and two others with three 
bedrooms and one bathroom on either side. The sun warmed terrace ran the full length of 
the house.

When Magdalena started to come here with her husband and their four children she 
decided to introduce some changes to the house. First she adapted the first floor area 
which until then was treated as an attic. Luckily the ceilings were high and she managed to 
design four small bedrooms, a spacious bathroom and a large drawing room with a glass 
wall   giving  a magnificent view  on to the meadow and the river in the distance. The two 
downstairs bedrooms were transformed into the big dining area with a table that can sit the 
whole family and friends. 

Magdalena as many architects likes working on interiors of herself most of all. Her style is 
laid-back. A sense of architectural austerity is softened with gentle touches such as a 
hundred years old tapestry in the dining room, the only heirloom in the house, hand made 
textiles from Turkey and Iraq or clay pots and plates that came from Portugal or were 
produced by the local artisans. The folding screen in the guest room was hand-crafted by 
Magdalena's grandmother. The efect is lighthearted, warm and welcoming home.   


