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Owners are a Polish-Scottish couple Emilia and John Paul.
The house with a beautiful garden is a Warmian homestead raised from ruins, 
The house is old, German, we don't know how old it is but it is about 150 years old because it is 
connected with building of Elbląg Canal - a navigable waterway in Warmia and Mazury region. 
Emilia was looking for a home for her boat, which is called Pomuchel - cod in Kashubian. The old 
boat was renovated by her engineer father and equipped with a unique Puck 24 engine from 1968. 
Emilia has sailed on this boat since she was a child, she was 3 months old when her parents took her
for the first time. She is very attached to it. She dreamt about living by the lake with her husband 
and sailing on that boat to Gdansk, where they have their second home on Motlawa river. They sail 
there for two days. They love slow life.
They were looking for this house for seven years. They wanted an old Warmian habitat by the lake 
because they also dreamt about a bridge to which Pomuchel would be tied.
They were looking for this old former German house for seven years. It was ruined, neglected and 
in a deplorable condition. The house was overgrown with weeds and nettles, damp and with 
decaying furniture.                                                                                                                                  
They decided to save and restore the house.                                                                                        
Emilia and her husband have a similar approach to life. They love things with a history and have a 
great will to save them, no matter how much it costs. The goal was to raise the house from the ruins 
and create their beautiful oasis. Emilia immediately had an idea of what it would look like. 
One of the walls was removed and an extension was made with a glass wall which gives a view of 
the lake. The corner of the house has no pillar or wall so that you can see the full panorama of the 
lake.  Architect Aleksandra Cwilewicz was in charge of redesigning the whole house. She 
succeeded brilliantly in combining the old structural elements with the new ones. The floors 
themselves and the beams in the wall also look interesting and the living room has an impressive 
height. With great respect for old things and with the desire to preserve them at all costs, they paid 
attention to every detail . They cared a lot about it.

For a long time they searched for the best manufactures that make floors or windows. Cracow 
manufactory, which makes regional terracotta especially for them worked out the color and 
format ... It is a rare kind of craftsmanship on the highest level. Emilia was very concerned about 
originality and nobility of materials.
The architect chose the materials carefully. The wooden ceiling in the kitchen and dining room was 
made of antique wood from the demolition of old barns from Warmia and Mazury. She visited all 
the farms in the area in search of old wood.  In construction works, the architect was supported by a 
specialist Janusz Wittmann. The owner was involved in the selection of furniture, colors, 
accessories. For many years, she bought and stored everything in rented containers and when it 
came to furnishing, she showed the team where to place everything.
To this day, she searches for interesting things abroad and brings them from all over Europe. These 
are old things with history, character and soul. 
From Scotland was taken the idea for wallpaper, which are everywhere. Each room has a different 
Italian or British wallpaper and Emilia is equally proud of each one. The wallpaper is also in the 
bathroom which is Warmian-British.  They were wondering whether to have a bathtub or a shower 
in the bathroom? Emilia preferred the shower. The bathroom is a marital compromise. They agreed 



that it will be both but on condition that John Paul agrees that the bathtub will be pink, with a laugh 
he accepted. Thanks to Emilia's ideas the house is original and cozy. And the garden around it is 
wonderfully landscaped and tended.


