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ART OF LIVING
Or
NOT EVERYTHING IS AS IT SEEMS

Entering the top floor of an old tenement house from the 1950s in the center of Foligno, we
can feel that we are entering an unusual place. In front of the door, in addition to the big 
cacti, we are greeted by ceramic sculptures reminiscent of circus characters. Crossing the 
threshold you can lose the sense of where everyday life ends and art begins. The interiors 
of the apartment where Andrea de Carvahlo lives and creates are in fact a private gallery.

Surrounded by artists, acquaintances of her mother Judith Ribeiro de Carvalho - poet and 
painter, she was basically doomed to art. Born in São Paulo, where she attended the Wal-
dorf school, at the age of 18 she moved to Paris, where she graduated in fashion. How-
ever, she quickly learned that the classic approach to clothing design is not enough for 
her. She returned to Brazil, took up painting and then became the assistant of the Italian-
Brazilian artist Gaetano Mani. After his exhibition in Milan which she helped to prepare she
decided to stay in Italy. It was here that she met her future husband, moved to a charming 
town in Umbria, gave birth to two daughters. In Foligno, where she lives with her family, 
she became interested in ceramics. Since then it has become the main medium of An-
drea's work.

The apartment in which she lives is a reflection of herself. Spontaneity and emotionality 
visible in the works of Andrea de Carvalho also transfers to the private sphere. White walls
are the background for artistic installations that take up floor-to-ceiling space. The artist al-
ways chooses places for her home which are a good background for her art, in which the 
dominant colors are deep red, black and gold.

Each of the rooms in an enfilade connected by a long hall tells a different story. Moving 
from room to room, we get to know fragments of intertwined stories about life, emotions, 
relationships, crossing borders and changing. Bedroom – the wardrobe is filled with 
clothes resembling theater costumes. The artist most often assumes the costumes of her 
own design. In the dining room, where friends and acquaintances often gather, a huge 
heart consisting of hundreds of ceramic elements attached to a steel net hangs at the ta-
ble. Next to it is a lamp - a self-portrait of the artist. The dominant element of the living 
room is a fountain – chandelier hung from the ceiling. The main decoration of the bath-
room is a huge lamp - an hourglass filled with sand. In thi apartment you won’t find furni-
tures in the traditional sense. Each element of the interior of Andrea de Carvalho draws in 
his art renewing, decorating, or giving it a new function.

On the gray terrazzo floor and on the walls behind the headboard hang unusual carpets 
from the artist's collection. Some of Andrea's works were inspired by the stories depicted 
on the rugs she collects. These decorations also balance the space of the apartment giv-
ing it a more home-like character.
The heart of the whole house is an artist studio located in a central point. There is a ce-
ramic stove and shelves with clay, glazes and chisels. Next to them, on a simple table lie 
old coins and fragments of photographs, which the artist combines with ceramics. For An-
drea de Carvalho art requires constant improvement, which is why she often stays in the 
studio from morning to late evening. However, she always finds time for the closest peo-
ple. In this house, where every element seems to keep an eye on the guests coming in, 
saying: "Hey, why so serious? relationships are treated with extreme seriousness. 

COUP DE FOUDRE
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On the right side of the table, a ceramic heart-shaped sculpture from the series "At first 
sight"
A lamp behind the table - a self-portrait from the series "Bayron"
The work "Ushbeck" on the wall on the right side of the window
On the dresser, objects from the series "On love and other acrobatics" and "Bayron"

UNUSUAL DAILY
On the dresser, objects from the series "On love and other acrobatics" and "Bayron"

SPATIAL ACROBATION
At the entrance, "Persiana" hangs in front of the window, resembling a fabric with inter-
laces of cut mosquito net, ceramic coral and fragments of mirrored glass interlaced on an 
iron net. Next to it is a ceramic sculpture from the series "Between and inside". Under the 
window objects from the series "About love and other acrobatics". Next bust from the cycle
"At first sight". Along the corridor, on a gray terrazzo stretches a line of light leading to an-
other work - attached to the wall a giant chandelier in the shape of a circle.

The artist in her studio during work.

CARMINE DREAMS
Bedroom – wardrobe. Andrea de Carvalho's adventure with fashion continues. On a daily 
basis she dresses mainly in her own clothes resembling theater costumes. Similarly to 
other works, also strong colors dominate here: red, black and gold.
On the dresser objects from the series "About love and other acrobatics".
The rug on the headboard is one of the works from the artist's collection.

On the wall above the sofa a work from the cycle "Awakening sleep", on the table a sculp-
ture from the erotic series "On love and other acrobatics" behind her bust from the cycle 
"Circus Errans"

At the table on the wall in the kitchen a painting by Lona, an artist from Kenya.

The main decoration of the bathroom is the work "Areia", a huge ceramic chandelier filled 
with sand.

IN THE COLOR OF LIFE
By the bed sculptures from the series "On love and other acrobatics".
Illuminated sculpture from the series "Meteors" on the wall.
In front of the bed, part of the glowing installation "Water Chandelier".
Behind the headboard, a hand-woven carpet "Planisfero with a flag" from Afghanistan 
comes from the artist's collection.
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