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A small habitat in the Dutch province of Zeeland is surrounded by a sky that paints 
windy landscapes every day. Wild cows graze on extensive pastures, and just a 
kilometer away is one of the most beautiful and cleanest beaches in the Netherlands. 
It is here that Harry, Anna and their four children Chris, Noa, Fienn and Tess spend 
every free moment. 
 
Such an idyllic and sparsely inhabited area is difficult to find in other parts of the country. Therefore, it is covered 
by protection and regulations that severely limit both the possibility of building new houses and the expansion of 
existing buildings. A farmhouse from the late nineteenth century, which belongs to a larger complex of buildings, 
has been in the family for decades. Located a bit off the beaten track, it has always acted as a hospitable place. 
 
Years ago, Harry left the farm and set out into the world to make his dreams come true. He traveled continents, 
lived in different countries, and his wife Anna accompanied him on his travels and subsequent relocations. When 
the children appeared, they decided to settle permanently in Poland. The passion for sailing and water sports as 
well as the longing for a place from childhood meant that Harry and the whole family spent part of the summer 
holidays in Zeeland on his father's farm. A few years ago, it was finally possible to buy and restore the family 
home. 
 
Legal procedures took a lot of time for the owners, which is why they wanted a quick and efficient renovation. 
They asked our agency JAM KOLEKTYW for help in the project. The themes of holiday home designs are 
extremely close to us. We understood investors' needs almost without words, and the place captivated us at 
first sight. We started the project in December, thanks to intensive cooperation, understanding and trust, the 
renovation was completed after five months. 
 
We wanted the house after renovation to fit into the atmosphere of Dutch interiors, to retain the characteristic 
elements of the Zeeland farm, but also to have Polish accents. It was also crucial that, despite its size and 
location, it should be bright and spacious. 
 
We have left the exterior of the building and the outbuilding unchanged. The old brick on the façade and the tile 
were sandblasted and completed by local craftsmen. The window joinery required a complete replacement, but 
we kept the distinctive divisions and colors of windows and external doors. 
 
We wanted to keep the original, old details in the interior, including the stone floor, which is why the layout of the 
rooms remained practically unchanged. On the ground floor, the biggest revolution was the demolition of the 
wall between the kitchen and the dining room, which created a comfortable space for a family of six and its 
guests. The annexe has undergone a thorough reconstruction, now there are two bathrooms, a laundry room 
and a small storage room. 
 
Homes in the Zeeland region are characterized by small rooms with a very functional layout. On 160 square 
meters of space, we managed to organize four bedrooms, three bathrooms, a living room, and a spacious 
kitchen with a dining room. 
 
Characteristic for the buildings of this region is also a small, narrow staircase hidden behind the door, which 
makes the road to the first floor a bit like entering a wardrobe. Apart from painting and supplementing the old 
boards, we left the layout of the steep stairs unchanged. 
 
Before work on the interior design began, we spent a lot of time visiting the surrounding villages and towns, 
photographing details of doors, windows, floors, and wall cladding. We also visited local markets, building 
depots and antique stores to feel the atmosphere of local crafts and learn about the architectural features and 
finishing materials characteristic of this region of the Netherlands. 
 
Some of the ethnic decorations come from the collection of Harry's dad, who runs the local museum of the 
village of Zeelend in a house next to it. We found others in Dutch stores. We reached for products of brands 
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known in Poland, but while searching, we discovered many great places with which we cooperate on 
subsequent projects. However, a significant part of the furniture used in the project comes from Polish factories 
and Polish craftsmen. 
 
Thanks to such combinations, we were able to design an interior related to the aesthetics of the place, but also 
modern, multinational and connected by a common, ethnic denominator. The house is comfortable and cozy at 
any time of the year, and three generations of the family rest in it, according to the inscription on the front door - 
't Hemeltje or like in heaven. 
 
PICTURES DESCRIPTIONS 
 
ETHNIC MIX 
Natural materials and earth tone colors make the interior of the living room both modern and rustic. The 
composition of seagrass and the roots washed by the sea are reminiscent of the nearby dunes and beaches of 
the North Sea, where most of the shells are shades of brown and dark gray. 
 
BEHIND A DOUBLE DOOR 
There is an additional room hidden in the lounge. This solution often appears on farms in Zeeland, where not 
every wardrobe is a wardrobe, and hidden compartments, rooms or even stairs do not surprise anyone. All this 
to organize a life for a large family in a small area. Beautiful, old doors, bands and other wooden elements have 
been left unchanged to leave as much of the character of an old farm inside as possible. 
Behind the double doors there is now a TV room, which can also be an extra bedroom. Large metal-framed 
mirrors were added to brighten up a living room that was dark before renovation. 
 
HOME LIFE RUNS IN THE DINING ROOM 
This space was created by combining two rooms. Thanks to this, it is spacious, and a dozen or so people often 
sit at a table over three meters long. The table was made to order by Dutch craftsmen and looks like it has been 
on the farm for years. Thanks to special aging techniques, the wood acquired a unique color and structure 
resembling that of the branches of trees washed by the sea. The secret of patination of natural materials is 
guarded by professionals, and the effect is exceptionally natural. The table is complemented by a long bench 
and classic TON model 18 chairs. We supplemented the place left by the demolished wall with an old wooden 
beam. 
 
BASKETS ON THE CEILING AND SIEVE ON THE WALL 
The main decoration of the dining room is a composition of rattan lamps from the Earthware collection. 
On the walls hang sieves for sieving grain, which come from the collection of Hans, Harry's dad. Kitchen 
furniture and a sideboard were designed especially for this interior by JAM KOLEKTYW and made by a Polish 
craftsman. The interior color palette is inspired by the colors of Dutch houses. 
 
WHEN IT BLOWS AND Rains 
Such weather happens in Zeeland, so it is often pleasant to hide in a rattan swing with a cup of hot tea in your 
hand. Sometimes half an hour is enough for the weather to improve. A storm jacket and galoshes are obligatory 
clothing for every season. 
 
NEW AND OLD 
Such elements meet everywhere in this house. Sometimes it is difficult to clearly say what was created during 
the renovation and what has been on the farm for a hundred years. Thanks to such combinations, the house 
looks extremely natural. A beautiful finishing detail made today based on old patterns are black metal knobs and 
handles from the Belgian company Dauby. 
 
THE REST MOST IMPORTANT 
In a holiday home, the comfort and aesthetics of sleep are extremely important. Designers chose beds and 
mattresses with particular care. The finishing fabrics are only linen, cotton, and wool. Some of them were made 
to order, linen bedding and woolen rugs come from the Polish brand My Alpaca, decorative pillows are 
earthware and Zara Home. 
 
ON A ROPE 
The attic of the house, where the bedrooms are located, is a place difficult to light due to the slants and old 
elements of the wooden truss. Most of the fixtures are minimalistic light bulbs. Some of them hang loosely from 
wooden beams on thick wires in a linen braid - these were made according to the guidelines of JAM KOLEKTYW 
in Colorful Cables - the rest are wall lamps made by Balance Lamp. Strings, ropes and braids appear all over the 
house, emphasizing the rustic character of the interior. 
 
IN HEAVEN 
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A small farm from the end of the nineteenth century remained virtually unchanged from the outside. 
The wood on the facade, bricks and tiles have been carefully restored and repainted. 
An interesting fact is that for painting a wooden facade in the Netherlands, special paints are used in a very 
narrow range of colors, ranging from white to dark gray. Thanks to this, all houses in the area have a consistent 
color scheme that fits beautifully into the Zeeland landscape, which is connected by the ever-changing, cloudy 
sky. 
 
KLOMPE 
This is the name for characteristic wooden clogs. Although we associate them with a tourist gadget, they are 
comfortable and practical footwear on a Dutch farm. Also, the old stone floor made of bluestone raw limestone 
is aesthetic and practical at the same time. The Dutch are masters of practical, aesthetic and minimalist 
solutions based on great respect for nature and existing materials. 
 
WHITE, BLACK AND GRAY 
It dominates all bathrooms in this house. The rooms have been designed from scratch using materials available 
immediately to shorten the renovation time. The cooperation with Internity was extremely helpful in completing 
the equipment. Mirrors have been made according to the project and made to measure, which must be 
aesthetically integrated into the small space of the bathrooms. 
 
 
 
ON THE STOVE 
At this point, it was possible to arrange a small seat with sheepskins and linen cushions. Leather armchairs 
sophisticated in a vintage furniture store are light and mobile, they can easily change the arrangement of the 
living room, which serves the relaxation of a family of six. Sometimes guests sleep on the long and comfortable 
Sits (Nap) sofa. An old farm in Zeeland has regained a new life and fulfilled the owners' dreams of their own 
piece of heaven on earth. 


