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Bright, spacious, and well-thought-out... These terms perfectly describe an 
apartment in a Warsaw tenement house from the 1950s, which has recently 
undergone a general metamorphosis. The space is kept in soft, subdued colors, and 
the large amount of sunlight makes the apartment look much larger.

 
 
The apartment is in a tenement house from the 1950s, at Al. Niepodleg!o"ci

 

in Warsaw. Its small area of 45 m2 
was an architectural challenge. The design and creative agency Jam Kolektyw, consisting of Jola Skóra, Anna 
Olga Chmielewska and Agnieszka Warnowska, made a metamorphosis of this unusual interior and brought out 
the potential of the property by increasing its functionality.

 
 
An apartment with history

 
The property was bought a few years ago and equipped with furniture from the 1980s, it required a major 
renovation. The designers from Jam Kolektyw proposed two solutions to the Investor. The first consists in 
refreshing the interior of the apartment while maintaining the old layout of the walls, and the second involves a 
comprehensive metamorphosis and changing the layout of the rooms. The owner decided to do a general 
renovation. As a result of this decision, an interior with a much better planned space was created. Jam Kolektyw 
fully used its previous experience in designing and implementing interiors in secondary market apartments and 
old tenement houses, which resulted in a great result.

 
 
Functionally and spatially

 
The apartment is intended for rent, and the aim of the metamorphosis was to increase the sense of comfort of 
future tenants. The owner wanted to extract the potential of the space, better plan the functions of the rooms 
with the maximum use of usable space. Thanks to the reconstruction including the demolition and the relocation 
of some partition walls, the interior has changed beyond recognition. Previously, there were only two rooms 
here, while between the proportions of the rooms and the arrangement of windows, the apartment had a much 
greater arrangement potential. As a result of the renovation works, three rooms were created from two rooms. 
There is a common living area with a kitchen, dining room and lounge

 

area, as well as two rooms. Thanks to 
these measures, the property can be rented for residential purposes, as well as for comfortable, intimate offices 
or a co-working space. The interior is kept in a light, neutral color palette conducive to calming down. White 
walls dominate, and shades of brown, beige and olive green consistently appear in accessories and furniture. 
The apartment has only the necessary, carefully selected elements of equipment, thanks to which this small 
space seems more spacious. The designers managed to save and refresh the old oak parquet, and a 
microcement floor was made in the living area, hall and toilet.

 
 
Bathroom for a medal

 
The room that has undergone the greatest metamorphosis is the bathroom. Now it is dominated by white, gray

 
and black, and the whole thing is kept in a minimalist style. Due to its small size, designing this interior was not 
the easiest one, but it has all the necessary equipment -

 

an elegant toilet, a large washbasin, and a comfortable 
shower. The washbasin placed on a dark gray, minimalist cabinet with a geometric shape is a strong accent in 
the room. Due to the small cubature in the bathroom, the washing machine was abandoned and placed in the 
furniture in the hall. This treatment allowed to save valuable space in the bathroom and create a comfortable 
space for a laundry room. 

 


