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Beata loves the old Żoliborz. Here she spent an important part of her adult life. 
Looking for a new flat, she wanted to return to her favorite Warsaw district. She 
dreamed of an interior with a soul and history. Small, yet full of light, art, and space.

Stary Żoliborz is a Warsaw district with an unusual atmosphere. Few people know that in the 1980s, 
superstructures appeared on many houses of terraced houses at the back of Plac Inwalidów. The apartments on
the top floors, hidden from the eyes of passers-by, have a wonderful view of the roofs and gardens between the 
tenement houses. There are charming spaces in adapted and expanded attics. We had the pleasure to design 
one of them.

Beata, the owner of the apartment, spent an important part of her life in the neighboring house. Years later, while
looking for a new space for herself, she visited her favorite neighborhoods and came across an advertisement 
hanging in the window of one of the row segments. This seventy square meter attic charmed her at first sight, 
and the purchase decision was made almost immediately.

We were also delighted with this interior with an open fireplace, an unusual arrangement of rooms and a gray, 
wooden floor made of boards. The space before the renovation, however, seemed quite dark, and the large 
terrace facing the garden was completely unused.

The renovation works lasted five months and, as is the case with the renovation of old apartments, brought 
some surprises. Installations and a rotten outer wall from the terrace side required changes. All windows and 
internal doors were also replaced with new ones.

We assumed that the designed interior will be minimalist, and we will leave in it those elements of the old finish 
that we can recover or refresh. We consciously did not straighten or level the walls, we also left old wooden 
floors. We have equipped the apartment with comfortable furniture, limiting its amount to the necessary 
minimum.

The layout of the rooms remained unchanged - from the centrally located hall we enter the living room with 
dining room and kitchenette, as well as the office and dressing room. We connected the bedroom and bathroom
by tearing down the wall that separated them, and in its place, we put a screen made of milk glass. Thanks to 
this treatment, the space now seems larger and better lit. We hid the toilet in a recess finished with carpentry. 
This solution was possible because in the attic there is one more guest bathroom, traditionally closed with a 
door, in which we designed a shower cubicle. In the apartment, apart from the living area and bedroom, there 
are two more rooms. In the smaller one we have arranged a dressing room with a laundry room, and the larger 
one, with a huge window onto the terrace, is sometimes a study and sometimes a guest room.

The most important decision was to enlarge the windows of the living room and office. Thanks to this 
redevelopment, the space of the apartment opened onto a terrace and the gloomy interior was filled with light. 
Now, a beautiful view of the old garden and spruce trees gives a respite from the hustle and bustle of the city.

In the project, we assumed that all the finishing materials used would be of good quality. For the bathroom 
flooring, we chose minimalist, gray tiles, and clinker. Most of the carpentry structures were made of veneered 
blockboards, and natural stone appeared on the kitchen and bathroom countertops. The design of an angled 
kitchen is always a design challenge. This time, we proposed minimalist furniture, shelves, and light upper 
cabinets with sliding fronts.

For the owner, the most important thing is an orderly space filled with light, so we made sure that the apartment 
was bright and sunny. We refreshed the white walls, the pine plank floors were painted a light gray color, and for 
the wooden fronts of the kitchen cabinets we chose a shade of gray slightly darker than the floor. The white 
walls are now a neutral background for the owner's favorite paintings. The author of most of the works is Beata's
son, Bartłomiej Kiełbowicz.



Despite the small area, the apartment seems spacious. The slants and nooks and crannies give it a mysterious 
character, and the paintings and books give the attic a unique, very individual atmosphere. Beata loves to spend
time on the terrace and even though it is in the heart of Żoliborz, the atmosphere here is holiday and idyllic.

PHOTO CAPTIONS:

Designers from JAM KOLEKTYW replaced a small window in the living room with a glass wall. Thanks to this, 
the space has been optically enlarged by a part of the terrace, and the view of the green garden gives you 
respite and peace. Simple furniture in the living room is decorated in light, natural colors. The sofa is Kibo / 
Furninova, the Muse coffee table comes from Studio Noti, the upholstered pouf is the JAM KOLEKTYW 
prototype by Krzysztof Milewski.

The sloping kitchenette is small, but thanks to the well-thought-out layout, it has accommodated all functions. 
Wooden fronts in a shade of light gray discreetly complement the living room space.

Natural fabrics are an important element of this interior. The linen pillows and textured blankets are from NAP.

The joint decision of the owner and designers was to use good quality materials that will age nobly and look 
beautiful for years to come. That is why Basaltina natural stone was chosen for the kitchen worktops.

A round Argo / Paged table was placed in a part of the living room. It is not only a dining room, but also a 
workplace, so in addition to the wooden Lof / Paged chairs, there are also Jenny / Sits soft armchairs. A 
minimalist in the form of a Semi / Gubi lamp hung over the table. The table decorations are from Another Design.
Painting works are important elements of this interior, giving it a personal touch. Each of them is extremely 
important to the owner. The painting above the table is by Bartłomiej Kiełbowicz.

The bathroom with bathtub is part of the bedroom. Previously, it was separated by a wall, which has now been 
replaced by a sheet of milk glass in a wooden frame. Thanks to this solution, we gained space and lit both 
rooms.

The free-standing HushLAB bathtub and other bathroom equipment come from Internity Home.
Bathroom furniture is designed by JAM KOLEKTYW.

We hid the toilet in a recess lined with veneered panels. We have hidden an electric water heater and a cabinet 
for bathroom accessories in the building.

Sloping sleeping is minimalist. The simple bed is decorated with linen from NAP in shades of pink and brown. A 
bookshelf and a bedside lamp are the necessary minimum. The most important addition is an energetic, red 
painting by Bartłomiej Kiełbowicz.

The office with a view of the Żoliborz gardens can also be a guest room. There is also a library with part of 
Beata's book collection. The simple, wooden desk is Piko / Szyszkadesign, the Mishell / Noti chair, the lamp on 
the desk is Gatto / Flos.

The Alex / Sits armchair in the office is great for reading books and lazing around in the afternoons.

In the entrance hall, above the wooden console, there are photos, drawings, and small paintings, which are 
sentimental notes from travels and family moments. The painting "Girl with a braid" is by Róża Litwa.

The washbasin console is an important element of every bathroom. In JAM KOLEKTYW projects it is most often 
a piece of furniture made according to an original idea. In a small bathroom with a shower, we wanted a 
decorative but minimalistic accent, which is why the free-standing HushLab washbasin was placed on a stone 
countertop supported by a light, metal structure. Thanks to the stone "turnout" on the wall, we were able to give 
up the ceramic tiles, leaving rough, natural plaster painted with matte bathroom paint.


