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designed by owner Arch. Adam Pszczolkowski of  DESEA  ARCHITECTS

Plot  Area: 300m²

Gross floor Area: 35m²

Tiny, recreation house situated  in the ROD Rakowiec (Family Allotment Gardens in Rakowiec

district), near Pola Mokotowskie park.

Project, realization and ownership by Desea Architects Studio from Warsaw.

The house is an integral part of the recreation plot, that together constitute a place of 

regular meetings for families and friends. It is an open green space in the middle of the city, 

and it is open for everyone who has free time.

Family Allotment Gardens are a great relaxation place in the city centre, surely not 

appreciated enough. Here you can find a close similarity to all the feelings and sensations 

related to the possession of land and a house. 

If possession and ownership are not the goal, but a simple joy and experience of spending 

free time immersed in nature, planting, growing fruits and vegetables or having BBQs with 

family, then such a garden-plot within the city will surely bring you satisfaction.

The plot itself appeared unexpectedly in our hands. We took the opportunity and bought it 

spontaneously from a cousin who had cultivated it for about 50 years. Due to the 

occupational quirk, our big dream was to complement this special place with the right 

architecture. The ambition was to build a house in form reminding the old, beautiful Swedish

radio TANDBERG. 

The house must have been designed according to our concept. 

We decided to consider in the process all the architectonical and utility aspects, materials, 

executive and aesthetic issues consciously. Everything had to be well thought through. .

For weeks we have been thinking on how to design a recreation pavilion that would suit and 

stand on a small (300 sq. m) plot sunk in green, and would represent high quality 

architecture.

It  finally became an object physically open to the plot and to the green, with two pass-

through entrances - on the east and west side, allowing and creating a flow. The object is 

transparent thanks to the two side glazings on front and back elevation. Together they make 

the house visually light from the outside and open for green perspectives from inside.



You may drink coffee or beer inside and through the big window watch your kids climbing 

plum tree.

When many people gather on this small plot the house gets into slight chaos – BBQ, swing, 

inflatable pool, engaging talks.

In such moments our pavilion shouldn't have any obstacles around which we would be 

forced to bypass. It should connect all the things and matters, inside and outside. Encourage 

cooperation, which means to provide needed functions without even our effort. For 

example, for this reason the house was designed in a way, that without opening an umbrella 

or putting up a table, you can relax useing the house-long wooden bench hidden underneath

the roofing above.

The pavilion's volume is horizontal as it was extremely important to us to obtain the right 

proportions of the height and width of the house. Many ideas were created in the Office 

before the final effect was achieved.

The house is 35 sq. m in size

It consist of a living room with a kitchen, a bedroom and a toilet.

Construction process.

Such an individual and atypical project demanded special accomplishment too.

It was obvious to us that we would build it ourselves. That was the biggest adventure, to 

build it with family and friends. The strongest unions are built around creating. The 

organization, transport, finance management, joint arrangements and discussions, as well as 

self-building, it all brings great satisfaction. Nowadays, when effort is not promoted, actual 

act of building gives a sense of great self-agency. It is also a collection of memories for the 

future, not only some photos for the Instagram. Power is in action.

The construction of the house took us a long time, about one year, but it was not our goal to 

finish it quickly, it was the architectural concept and the quality of details. They were the 

most essential. 

For the architect the realization of the project is extremely important.

We worked mainly in the afternoons and weekends. My father Jerzy, Kuba - brother of my 

wife, and me. Even uncles and my sister's husband helped us often. We were a completely 

unskilled team! For this reason, the choice of the technology was fully conscious, we chose 



the Canadian wood-frame house construction, so that with tools bought in a market we 

were able to handle the wood processing.

The house is built with a wooden frame construction and placed on a foundation slab, which 

after effacing became ready floor. The facades are made of HPL panels and waterproof, not 

impregnated plywood, hence it remains raw and will age naturally. Both the main and side 

entrance doors were also handmade, using the same plywood as for the walls.

The interior is finished with plywood too, the furniture consists of a line of white kitchen 

cabinets suspended above the floor and armchairs and a lamp form the 70's. An interesting 

feature is the unusual construction of the cabinet designed for electric meters, it is made of 

an vintage, veneered bookcase boards.

The glazing on east side, which is equally long as the house facade and spans 8m, is adjusted 

and harmonized with the kitchen worktop.

The plot has purely relaxation character, it is a place to rest and spend free time.


