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The owners were fascinated by the old Provençal and Catalan villas they have been 
renting for holidays. - Why do we have to travel so far? - Iza wondered. - You won't talk me
into a cottage with a garden and mosquitoes," threatened her husband Luke. Once they 
went to an agrotourist farm near Połczyn-Zdrój. They drove along side roads among 
picturesque hills, ravines, old fruit orchards. - In such a place I could be persuaded to 
make a home," said Lukasz. This is how their adventure began.

They wanted to live in an old school or granary, with a brick facade and a chestnut tree in 
the backyard. They narrowed the search region to the wild Połczynska Switzerland and 
found a house in Smidzięcin on one of the advertising portals that met their expectations. 
However, it was too expensive. After a few months, it turned out that the house was still for
sale, and a bit cheaper. At first they did not like it. - It was gray and sad, there was a 
cemetery next door, and the building stood next to the road, which was not visible in the 
photos. It scared us, but I could not forget it. The second visit confirmed the intuition. We 
fell in love with the place," laughs Iza. Now the cemetery seems charming to them, as 
does the cobblestone road. 

The house was due for a facelift. However, it turned out that everything in it needed to be 
done from scratch. They started the renovation. - We were excited. I sat up nights, 
designing and snooping on the Internet. During the renovation, they wanted to preserve as
much of what was old as possible. They managed to save some of the floors. They put 
clay plaster in the lobby and kitchen, added brick sills. Iza designed the fireplace and got 
busy decorating. She came up with bright interiors inspired by travel, added a bit of pre-
war Poland and even the 1960s. Exotic textiles and souvenirs from vacations bring a light 
boho tone. There are also online acquisitions. At the other end of Poland she found a 
century-old bathtub, a bargain. She scouted out a lot of things in an antique store in 
Drawsko Pomorskie, but also in Warsaw's TK Maxx. A local carpenter made them a bed 
for their bedroom from wooden beams lying in the attic, and a table from a stump. 

A lot of work was required for the plot. They managed to de-weed the land and clean up 
the pond, but a lawn was out of the question. The clay soil held water, and after the rain 
they had mud up to their ankles. They had to lay out boards in the yard to walk with dry 
feet. - So we ordered a truckload of sand and the first year we had a beach by the pond," 
he recalls. They also planted a lot of fruit trees, several chestnut trees, a plane tree and 
lilacs. In addition, they made an herb garden with a strong predominance of lovage, and it 
also smells of lavender and catnip.

They start the morning by drinking coffee on the steps. Then they walk the hills with their 
dogs.  Łukasz has studied the Academy of Fine Arts, so he paints. Their daughter Gaja 
also paints. - And what an inspiration the pond and the frogs living in it turned out to be! - 
Iza says. - Our friend, musician Wojtek Dagiel, recorded these sounds and created the 
album "Smidzięcino". They celebrate such special moments because there is always 
something to do at home. They rarely have the opportunity to lounge around. In the 
evening, they sit on the pier to chat, or take a moment to listen. - And there are no 



mosquitoes, which  Łukasz feared so much, because a family of bats has taken up 
residence in the attic," Iza laughs. 


