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"Things find me, and I'm not looking for them," says Monika Korol, who has amassed a large collection of 
vintage design in her family apartment in Warsaw's Powiśle district. And although the interior is not in the 
old building she dreamed of, thanks to her eye for old design, she managed to take this place back in time.
The first lucky accident that started it was a painting by Julia Piekielko. Monika found out about the artist 
thanks to hints on instagram. When they met, there was an instant spark. "I knew right away that I wanted 
this painting because there was someone with positive energy behind it."
 
A round canvas in a shade of deep red gave the interior a colorful tone. It is a counterbalance to the calm 
base for which the designer chose the vanilla color. It's a slightly retro shade that was considered old-
fashioned at one point and is now coming back into favor.
 
Another chance - Monika, while walking along Nowogrodzka Street in Warsaw, came across a small lamp 
shop run by a couple of enthusiasts who have been renewing old lighting models for several decades. 
Monika's eyes were caught by a hanging lamp with a red arm on the glass-case. It ended up in the 
bathroom because it has the same shade as the tiles on the wall. On the other hand, the designer was 
looking for mirrors for the bathroom all over Poland. In the end, it turned out that there was one available 
right next door in a store on Marszałkowska. The mirror was part of an old dressing table, so she asked for it
to be dismantled and, as she recalls, "she brought it straight home." She gave it a slight renovation so as not
to erase the old noble features.
 
She says that if it wasn't for the lack of time, she would like to go to bazaars with antiques and look for such 
things. You can get real bargains for little money. This was the case with 2 old sideboards.
 
The extension is now a table for rtv equipment, the carpenter turned the drawers into a cabinet for the hall,
and made a piece of furniture for the bathroom sink from the rest. Monika wanted to preserve the old color
and texture, which would not be possible to obtain from new wood.
 
The designer spotted side tables for the living room in an advertisement for the Jysk store. Although they 
are one of the few new additions in this apartment, they perfectly fit into its atmosphere. They have a 
maroon shade and are made entirely of wood.
 
The fact that art is present in the apartment was not determined by chance. Monika, together with her 
partner Dominik Czajewski, follows the Polish art scene, participates in auctions (in Desa, she bid for a 
painting by Jan Berdyszak, which hung in the kitchen) and collects paintings. "Interiors and art are a 
combination - a must have - sometimes a project starts with a picture," she says.
It was thanks to her artistic passion that Monika started designing interiors. She is not an architect, she 
learned everything on her own. Although she liked to paint since she was a child, she chose a different 
professional path - she runs an event company on a daily basis. She discovered a knack for interior design 
while arranging her first flat, and it soon turned out that she had a talent for it.
 
It didn't end with just one apartment - friends started asking for help and new projects appeared. Monika 
has plans for another 3 interiors and, as she says, she will definitely smuggle some design from years ago 
into them.


